
 

 

6th April 2022 

 

 

 

Dear Peter, 

 

Further to our meeting on 28th February 2022, Frontline Feminists Scotland would like thank 

you for your time and submit our CEDAW report as discussed. 

As we also discussed our membership had a number of concerns about the process of 

consultation with women’s groups and individuals who are concerned about the conflation 

of sex and gender and the impact this is having on women’s safety and data collection. 

We have delayed forwarding this letter as we were awaiting the guidance from the EHRC. 

We have now integrated this into our CEDAW report, which I have attached to this email. 

For the purposes of this letter we will focus on the role and content of our meeting. 

We welcomed the opportunity to meet with the Gender Recognition Unit. We believe that it 

is only through dialogue that policy, strategy and legislation can be developed in a way that 

is beneficial to the rights of all. Unfortunately, and with all due respect, we are concerned 

that the Minister, Shona Robison, was not there to hear our concerns, and that there is no 

intention to publish a briefing to inform her about the content. This makes us question the 

purpose of the meeting. We realise that as Civil Servants your team will have a responsibility 

to support the development of the Act, in its successful form, however at the time of our 

meeting a political understanding of the concerns, we believe, was what was required.  

We are concerned that our presence at the meeting will be used as evidence of 

consultation. Due to the above facts we do not accept this meeting as consultation of the 

Bill as no information or interaction was achieved with the Minister. 

We would be happy to meet with you again for a more appropriate meeting regardless of 

the outcome of the Bill. As you will be aware cultural change has already been encouraged 

by the development of the Bill and Frontline Feminists Scotland are keen to support any 

opportunity to ensure women’s rights are maintain / returned. 

We also requested copies of all Equality Impact Assessments undertaken in relation to the 

Bill, which we have not received. Murray, Blackburn, MacKenzie have kindly pointed us in 

the direction of the current EQIA, but we would appreciate it if you would send us all EQIAs 

you are aware of. I realise that they may be online, but we want to ensure that we have 

copies of all for assessment and to submit our thoughts, which we hope will be helpful. 



Finally we imagine you share our concern at the limited time of the meeting. Thirty minutes 

is hardly enough time for introductions, never mind to have a meaningful and detailed 

discussion of what is arguably the most significant legislative change Scotland has seen in 

decades. We would therefore hope that you will support Forwomen Scotland’s request for a 

roundtable discussion on the GRB, its implications for both women and the transgender 

community and the impact on other rights- based legislation. 

Thank you once again for your time and we look forward to receiving the EQIAs. 

 

 

 

Dawn Fyfe 

On behalf of Frontline Feminists Scotland 

 


